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Comparing and contrasting
Using “as… as” is a very flexible way to make comparisons. 
You can use it to compare and contrast quantities and 
qualities of people, objects, situations, and ideas.

KEY LANGUAGE “AS... AS” COMPARISONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES “AS… AS” COMPARISONS
You can modify the “as… as” structure to make  
it more detailed or to add emphasis.

You can use “as… as” with an adjective to compare things that are similar 
and “not as… as” or “not so... as” to contrast things that are different. 

This has a very similar meaning to “almost as” but contrasts 
the difference rather than comparing the similarity.

Emphasizing equality.

Comparing similarity.

Specific degree of difference.

Emphasizing difference.

New language  “As… as” comparisons

Vocabulary Adjective–noun collocations  

New skill Comparing and contrasting
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KEY LANGUAGE “AS... AS” COMPARISONS WITH ADVERBS
You can also use the “as… as” structure with adverbs, 
often followed by expressions of ability or possibility.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

LOOK AT THE PICTURES AND MAKE A MODIFIED “AS… AS” COMPARISON,
SPEAKING OUT LOUD
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READ THE ARTICLE AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL 
TO CREATE COLLOCATIONS TIP

Words that collocate  
with an adjective often 

collocate with its  
opposite. For example,  

“heavy rain” and  
“light rain.”
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS 
IN THE PANEL

MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO THE PHRASES

CHECKLIST

 “As… as” comparisons    Adjective–noun collocations   Comparing and contrasting  
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